
Travis Unified Independent Study Program (ISP) – High School 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Independent Study for high school students and how do I apply to enroll? 
Independent Study is an alternative to classroom instruction and is facilitated through an on-line learning platform called Cyber 
High, PE is typically done through a log of physical activity. To apply, fill out the application on the following website: 7-12 
Application Link  The ISP Principal can be reached at (707) 437-8265 x9161.  
 
Can a student with an IEP enroll in Independent Study? 
The program does not offer special education services. 
 
How does Independent Study differ from distance learning for High School?  
Independent Study again is facilitated through an online platform called Cyber High. Synchronous instruction with a TUSD teacher 
will be required for 60 minutes one day a week, as scheduled by the teacher, additionally, staff will have a daily live check-in with 
students as arranged by the teacher. The student is expected to work independently and complete all work assigned by the 
Independent Study Teacher via Cyber High. This work should equivalent to a full school day, for each school day.  
Distance Learning is not being offered for the 21-22 school year.  
 
How are the classes organized and how does a student earn their credits? 
For each class, students are expected to complete 5 units of work, which equals 5 credits toward graduation.  Students should 
expect to complete 12 classes per school year (6 each semester) for a total of 60 credits per school year. 
 
1 class = 5 units = 5 credits 
Credits are completed 1 unit at a time. 
 
What is the weekly requirement to complete work? 
To maintain accurate pace students should complete at least 1.5 credits a week. Commitment to maintaining this pace is critical to 
your success and staying on track to graduate. 
 
What is included for each unit? 
For each unit of Cyber High work, students complete approximately 30 assignments, have to pass a few quizzes with 70% or better, 
and then must pass a final exam that is proctored by their teacher.  
 
How do the exams work?  What if a student fails? 
Students only have 2 chances to pass the unit exam.  If they don't pass, they automatically fail the course which causes them to 
become credit deficient.  
 
What happens if a student becomes credit deficient? 
Missed credits would have to be made up at Vanden, or the alternative high school, Travis Education Center (TEC).   Students who 
are not successful in ISP will be exited from the program so they can receive more support.  Placement will be decided by the ISP 
Principal and Counselor, in consultation with the parent and student, and Vanden staff.  Any disagreement would be decided by the 
Placement Review Board (PRB) or Student Attendance Review Board (SARB). 
 
In the Independent Study program, what is the role of the parent/guardian? What is the role of the student?   
Parent/Guardian  Student  
Ensures student is attending weekly synchronous instruction  
Monitor student’s daily progress 

Every school day, the student completes assigned work   
Participates in required local district assessments (MAP/CAASPP) 

Stay in communication with teacher Attends weekly synchronous instruction with teachers  
Monitor Progress reports/Grades at the Quarter via Aeries (including daily live interactions)   
 
What is the role of the ISP teacher? 
The teacher monitors the student's progress, corrects work that is submitted through the Cyber High program, and will "unlock" the 
unit exam when the student has satisfied all the requirements to take the exam. They will work with the school counselor to 
determine appropriate courses and credits to be completed. The ISP teacher also maintains communication with the parent and 
provides quarterly progress reports and grades. They may e-mail reports on the student’s credit status.  The teacher also makes 
recommendations to the ISP Principal regarding placement changes if the student is not successful in ISP. The ISP teacher is the 
primary contact for the student and parent. 
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DPSbepba2022yRNjtEzPbQkPFWZrJ21Dm5SZt4WrpSZUNk1URDFRV1lMM0lHSklNOVlRTVo0NlM4SC4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DPSbepba2022yRNjtEzPbQkPFWZrJ21Dm5SZt4WrpSZUNk1URDFRV1lMM0lHSklNOVlRTVo0NlM4SC4u


What is the benefit of choosing ISP? 
The main benefit of ISP is that students have flexibility to complete the work independently each week.  Cyber High is a web-based 
program where students can logon 24/7.   
 
What happens if a student doesn’t complete their assignments or credits?   
When a student fails to complete three consecutive days of non-engagement, to include the daily live check-ins, the teacher and/or 
administrator will begin an intervention process to support the student. If the student does not make progress, this process could 
result in the student being dropped from the program. The parent could appeal this decision to the Placement Review Board 
(PRB) to further discuss the student’s placement.   
 
What should parents and students be concerned about in ISP? 
Many students fall behind in this program.  The flexibility is appealing, but students will fail if they are not motivated, disciplined, or 
structured.  Students who lack structure and time management skills will not be successful in ISP.  
 
What determines success in ISP? 
Success in Independent Study is also largely influenced by a student's reading level, since Cyber High requires a lot of reading and 
good reading comprehension. Also, the student must be a truly independent learner who is self-motivated and disciplined in time 
management and taking care of school responsibilities. Committing to the pacing guide is critical.  
 
How does a student ultimately earn Cyber High credits toward graduation? 
Before a test is "unlocked" all activities must be completed satisfactorily and the quizzes passed with 70% or better.  Once the test is 
passed, the teacher awards the credit, which is added to the student’s transcript. 
 
Are there other ways to earn credits on ISP? 
Yes, students can earn credits by working a part-time job.  For every 15 hours worked, a student can earn 1 elective credit.  Students 
can earn up to 20 elective credits by working.  
 
Should a student who plans to attend a 4-year college right after high school choose ISP? 
Many of the Cyber High classes are considered college prep (A-G), however, they do not have the same level of rigor as Vanden 
classes.  Also, the Independent Study school is not accredited, even though many Cyber High courses are accredited.  Cyber High 
does not offer any foreign language course and their highest level of math is Algebra 2. For this reason, students who are planning to 
attend a 4-year college right after high school are better served at Vanden High School, not in ISP. Students eventually transition 
back to Vanden (or our alternative high school - Travis Education Center) to finish their last semester of work to graduate with an 
accredited diploma.   
 
What happens if a student wants to move back to Vanden? 
Transitions to Vanden must happen at the beginning of a semester (August or January).  If a student becomes credit deficient, a 
student may be required to enroll at Travis Education Center (TEC) to remediate credits before returning to Vanden.  Students can 
enroll in TEC at any time, provided that there is space and the student is at least 16 years old. Placement decisions will be made by 
the ISP Principal, in collaboration with the teacher, counselor, student, and parent. In cases that involve Vanden, the Vanden 
Principal and counselor would also be consulted. 
 
Can an ISP student participate in elective courses at Vanden? 
Typically, ISP students are not dually enrolled at Vanden.  Exceptions to this would be made by the Vanden principal. 
 
Can an ISP student play sports at Vanden? 
Typically, ISP students do not participate in athletics.  Any exceptions to this would be made by the Vanden principal and would 
require eligibility. 
 
Can students participate in clubs at Vanden? 
Typically, ISP students do not participate in clubs.  Any exceptions to this would be made by the Vanden principal. 
 
Can students participate in evening activities, like dances, Senior class events, etc? 
Yes, ISP students can participate in Winter Ball, Prom, Senior Getaway, and Sober Grad Night. 
 
Is there a graduation ceremony? 
Students who graduate in the IS program will be eligible to participate in the TEC graduation ceremony. Only those students who 
finish their last semester at Vanden are eligible to participate in the Vanden ceremony. 
 


